
Esther:	Made	for	This	Moment	
“Catalyzing	Change”	

	
PREPARATION 
• Familiarize yourself with this Study Guide. 
• If you missed it, watch the sermon online HERE. 
• Spend some time in prayer before your group gathers. 
• As a leader you always have the option to use some or all the questions and/or prepare your 

own questions. 
 
DISCUSSION 
Opening Prayer: (1-5 minutes) 
In light of what God is saying through this week’s message, here’s some suggestions of how your 
group can invite God into your time together. 
Thank the Lord for blessing us as a part of this amazing community in this specific cultural 
moment. As we seek to listen and obey the Lord, pray that the Holy Spirit would burden our 
hearts to the spiritual emptiness and sin around us so that we might become his catalyst of 
change in our community. Finally pray for the strength and boldness to obey the instruction of 
the Lord throughout the situations that follow our difficult confrontation! 
 
Discussion: (30 minutes) 
What’s Going on This Week 
This Sunday, guest speaker Pastor James Westbrook led us into the fifth and final week of our 
series titled Esther: Made for This Moment. Pastor James focused our attention on Mordecai 
throughout the story of Esther in order to reveal how we can also be called to become a 
supporter, or catalyst, of people who are in a position to influence change. Pastor James points 
out how Mordecai’s internal distress about Haman’s decree enabled him to motivate Esther and 
become part of the story himself. Pastor James challenges the church to identify the burdens of 
our heart and allow them to inspire seasons of prayer and fasting, building each other up in love, 
and utilizing our gifts for the sake of the gospel.  

“When principles that run against your deepest convictions begin to win the day, then 
battle is your calling, and peace has become sin; you must at the price of dearest peace, lay 
your convictions bare before friend and enemy, with all the fire of your faith. ”– Abraham 
Kuyper 



Suggested Questions  

Check-In: Review Esther 4:13-14; John 17:6-19: Last week, the discussion revolved around 
how making Jesus the Lord of our lives opens the door to an endless life of “micro-
confrontations” as we continue our daily lives in this world that is against the message of Jesus. 
Were you able to recognize these daily confrontations in your own life? What actions did God 
call you to take in these moments and were you able to obey? 

• Read Esther 2:5-11, 3:1-6, 4:1-4, 13-14; Ephesians 2:1-10; Hebrews 10:19-25; 1 
Corinthians 12:4-11: Pastor James begins his sermon by pointing out that even though he 
wasn’t the central agent of change, Mordecai’s internal distress inspired him to embrace a 
catalytic role on behalf of his own family and the Jewish people rather than abandoning the 
situation. In the same way, Pastor James points out that the Holy Spirit has given each 
follower of Jesus a set of spiritual gifts so that when we witness evil or injustice, our hearts 
are deeply burdened and encourage us to become catalysts in the situation. What 
circumstances have caused this type of Spirit-driven distress as you engage with the world 
around you? If the Holy Spirit is calling you to become a catalyst in this situation, who 
would you need to talk to, what would you need to do, and how would you need to pray? 

Fill in the blank: I feel deeply about “___________________________!” 

 

• Read Esther 2:10, 21-23, 4:7-8, 13-17; Deuteronomy 31:6-8; Joshua 1:5-9; 1 Corinthians 
15:58; 2 Timothy 1:6-12: Next, Pastor James makes the point that even though Mordecai 
was not directly in a position to influence immediate change, his counsel and wisdom acted 
as the catalyst that inspired Esther’s confrontation with the king. What are the fears or 
obstacles that prevent you from speaking on behalf of the issue that you are passionate 
about? What step of obedience has the Lord placed on your heart as he calls you to be 
strong and courageous? 

 

 

• Read Esther 7:10-13, 8:1-8, 15-17, 9:4, 20-23, 29-10:3; Genesis 3:14-15; Acts 1:6-8, 4:23-
37: Finally, Pastor James challenges us as a church to think about how Mordecai was 
grafted into the story of salvation by preserving the line of the Messiah and preserving his 
people in his cultural moment! How has this series inspired you to realize that you were 
made for this moment? How can we unite in prayer to see that you grasp your moment and 
become a catalyst for the Lord? 

 



Closing Prayer: (5-15 minutes) 

 
In light of what God is saying through this week’s message, here’s some suggestions of what 
your group could talk about with God in prayer. 

Thank our Heavenly Father for orchestrating the circumstances surrounding Esther’s story in 
order to prove that God has plans to rescue His people! Pray that the Holy Spirit would continue 
to open our eyes to the community around us and nudge us in the direction of obedience when 
opportunities to speak the truth of the gospel arise so that we may find purpose in his story of 
redemption!  
 
THROUGHOUT THE WEEK  
 
- Find out how to pray for two people in your group this week! Pray that they would 
experience an opportunity to stand up for the gospel in their sphere of influence!  
 
-Encourage your group to be a world-changer right where they are! What will be your 
“world-changing” moment? Be ready to share your opportunities next week! 
 
-Engage in a fast from food with 3Crosses on TUESDAY! Continue to remind yourself that 
fasting is to long for our heavenly home, loosen the grip of sin, express a need to God, and 
anticipate God’s movement! We can become like Esther who was propelled into an opportunity 
in her community to show God’s power through fasting and prayer! 
 
- Sign-Ups for the New Community Group Season begin August 25th! If you have any 
questions, feel free to email AJ at avanegas@3crosses.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 


